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Decline in house prices has made houses more affordable in 2009 than in 2008, both locally 
and nationally. However, homes in East Sussex are still less affordable than nationally. 

• In 2009, the average (median) house price to earnings ratio dropped to 7.6 in East Sussex, 
compared to just over 6 nationally. This ratio experienced a constant increase during the period 
up to 2008, when house prices peaked and were 9 times higher than median earnings. 

• Wealden is the district where housing is least affordable using the median ratio, followed by 
Rother, whereas Eastbourne and Hastings are closer to, but generally above the national 
average. Compared to the rest of the country, Wealden ranks 24th highest out of 354 districts in 
England, and 16th out of 321 districts with London excluded. 

• Affordability amongst the less well off is measured by comparing lower quartile earnings with 
lower quartile prices. For the lowest paid, homes are marginally less affordable than for those 
on average wages in East Sussex. 

• An alternative measure is to compare the price of a semi-detached house with average full-time 
male earnings. This shows a ratio of nearly 7 in East Sussex in 2009. Lewes has the highest 
semi-detached house prices in the county and thus the highest affordability ratio together with 
Wealden. Rother is the district with the most affordable houses.  

 

Housing affordability ratios in East Sussex from 2002 to 2009 
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Housing affordability ratios in 2009 
  

Median affordability 
ratio 

Lower quartile 
affordability ratio 

House price/earnings 
affordability ratio 

Eastbourne  6.4 7.7 6.0

Hastings  6.6 6.2 6.5

Lewes 7.8 8.5 7.4

Rother 8.8 8.5 5.3

Wealden 9.4 9.7 8.0

East Sussex  7.6 8.1 6.8

South East 7.3 7.7 6.2

England 6.3 6.3 5.5
Definitions: Median affordability ratio compares the median house price in an area with the median full-time earnings for employees working in the 
same area. Lower quartile affordability ratio compares the lower quartile price for housing in an area with the lower quartile earnings figure for full-
time employees (male and female) working in the same area. House price/earnings affordability ratio compares average full-time male earnings 
with the average price of a semi-detached house. 

 
Further information 
 
Housing affordability data are available from Communities and Local Government (CLG), which 
produces live tables on housing market and house prices. Housing is considered to be unaffordable if 
average house prices are more than 3.5 times average earnings, which has been used as the 
maximum income multiple considered by mortgage lenders. The house price/earnings affordability 
ratio is calculated by using the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) and Land Registry 
house price data. 

• For more information about housing affordability, see the CLG website. 
• View East Sussex in Figures for more data on median affordability ratio, lower quartile 

affordability ratio and house price/earnings affordability ratio. 
• For further information about house prices in East Sussex contact Maura Badoni on 01273 

482152 or email maura.badoni@eastsussex.gov.uk 

 
Contact details 
The Research and Information Team supports the strategic planning activities of the County Council’s Transport 
and Environment Department. It also provides intelligence to assist with service planning and strategy 
development across East Sussex generally and manages the East Sussex in Figures (ESiF) data observatory. 
  

ESiF is a web-based information system that contains 
detailed, up-to-date and reliable information on a very wide 
range of topics. It is free and very easy to use and puts 
individual users in control. ESiF lets you specify exactly what 
data you want to see (for the places and time periods you 
are interested in) and how you want to view it (as a table, 
chart or map). Visit www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk  

or e-mail esif@eastsussex.gov.uk  
for more information. 

 

 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/housing/housingresearch/housingstatistics/housingstatisticsby/housingmarket/livetables/affordabilitytables/
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?study=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F271&mode=cube&v=2&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F271_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?study=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F270&mode=cube&v=2&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F270_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?study=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F270&mode=cube&v=2&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F270_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?study=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F141&mode=cube&v=2&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fesfigures01s.escc.gov.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F141_C1&top=yes
mailto:maura.badoni@eastsussex.gov.uk
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/
mailto:esif@eastsussex.gov.uk








· In 2009, the average (median) house price to earnings ratio dropped to 7.6 in East Sussex, compared to just over 6 nationally. This ratio experienced a constant increase during the period up to 2008, when house prices peaked and were 9 times higher than median earnings.


· Wealden is the district where housing is least affordable using the median ratio, followed by Rother, whereas Eastbourne and Hastings are closer to, but generally above the national average. Compared to the rest of the country, Wealden ranks 24th highest out of 354 districts in England, and 16th out of 321 districts with London excluded.


· Affordability amongst the less well off is measured by comparing lower quartile earnings with lower quartile prices. For the lowest paid, homes are marginally less affordable than for those on average wages in East Sussex.


· An alternative measure is to compare the price of a semi-detached house with average full-time male earnings. This shows a ratio of nearly 7 in East Sussex in 2009. Lewes has the highest semi-detached house prices in the county and thus the highest affordability ratio together with Wealden. Rother is the district with the most affordable houses. 

Housing affordability ratios in East Sussex from 2002 to 2009
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Housing affordability ratios in 2009

		 

		Median affordability ratio

		Lower quartile affordability ratio

		House price/earnings affordability ratio



		Eastbourne 

		6.4

		7.7

		6.0



		Hastings 

		6.6

		6.2

		6.5



		Lewes

		7.8

		8.5

		7.4



		Rother

		8.8

		8.5

		5.3



		Wealden

		9.4

		9.7

		8.0



		East Sussex 

		7.6

		8.1

		6.8



		South East

		7.3

		7.7

		6.2



		England

		6.3

		6.3

		5.5





Definitions: Median affordability ratio compares the median house price in an area with the median full-time earnings for employees working in the same area. Lower quartile affordability ratio compares the lower quartile price for housing in an area with the lower quartile earnings figure for full-time employees (male and female) working in the same area. House price/earnings affordability ratio compares average full-time male earnings with the average price of a semi-detached house.

Further information


Housing affordability data are available from Communities and Local Government (CLG), which produces live tables on housing market and house prices. Housing is considered to be unaffordable if average house prices are more than 3.5 times average earnings, which has been used as the maximum income multiple considered by mortgage lenders. The house price/earnings affordability ratio is calculated by using the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) and Land Registry house price data.

· For more information about housing affordability, see the CLG website.

· View East Sussex in Figures for more data on median affordability ratio, lower quartile affordability ratio and house price/earnings affordability ratio.

· For further information about house prices in East Sussex contact Maura Badoni on 01273 482152 or email maura.badoni@eastsussex.gov.uk

Contact details

The Research and Information Team supports the strategic planning activities of the County Council’s Transport and Environment Department. It also provides intelligence to assist with service planning and strategy development across East Sussex generally and manages the East Sussex in Figures (ESiF) data observatory.

		ESiF is a web-based information system that contains detailed, up-to-date and reliable information on a very wide range of topics. It is free and very easy to use and puts individual users in control. ESiF lets you specify exactly what data you want to see (for the places and time periods you are interested in) and how you want to view it (as a table, chart or map).

		Visit www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk 


or e-mail esif@eastsussex.gov.uk 
for more information.





Decline in house prices has made houses more affordable in 2009 than in 2008, both locally and nationally. However, homes in East Sussex are still less affordable than nationally.












