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2001 CENSUS – SUMMARY PROFILE FOR EASTBOURNE 
 
Population Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Total residents 89,667 492,324 8,000,645 52,041,916 

% aged 0-15 17.9% 18.8% 19.9% 20.2% 
% aged 16-PA (males >65, females >60) 54.7% 55.5% 61.3% 61.3% 
% aged PA+ 27.4% 25.7% 18.8% 18.5% 
% aged 75+ 13.9% 12.1% 8.0% 7.6% 
% aged 85+ 4.4% 3.6% 2.2% 2.0% 

Average (mean) age of the population 43.2 42.9 39.1 38.7 
% population change, 1991-2001 6.3% 5.0% 4.9% 2.6% 
Total residents in households 86,819 479,550 7,809,823 51,107,639 
Total residents in communal establishments 2,577 12,774 190,822 934,277 
Total area (hectares) 4,416 170,857 1,906,948 15,101,270 
Population density (persons per hectare) 20.3 2.9 4.2 3.5 
 
Social characteristics Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Marital status (total residents aged 16 and over) 73,532 399,424 6,406,426 41,553,180 

% single (never married) 28.2% 24.6% 28.4% 30.1% 
% married or re-married 46.7% 53.3% 53.0% 50.9% 
% separated or divorced 13.3% 11.6% 10.5% 10.6% 
% widowed 11.8% 10.6% 8.1% 8.4% 

Place of birth (all residents)    
% born in UK 92.0% 93.8% 91.8% 91.1% 
% born elsewhere in EU 3.2% 2.3% 2.6% 2.3% 
% born outside EU 4.9% 3.9% 5.6% 6.6% 

Ethnicity (all residents)   
% residents in non-white ethnic groups 3.4% 2.3% 4.9% 9.0% 
Religion (all residents)   
% Christian 72.8% 73.6% 72.8% 71.8% 
% other faiths 2.4% 1.8% 3.3% 5.7% 
% no religion or religion not stated 24.8% 24.6% 24.0% 22.5% 
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Economy activity and qualifications  Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Economic Activity (Total residents aged 16-74) 61,083 340,023 5,766,307 37,607,438 
Total economically active 38,662 220,737 4,037,629 25,022,204 

% employed full-time 56.3% 54.1% 61.7% 60.9% 
% employed part-time 20.2% 19.8% 17.4% 17.7% 
% self-employed 14.5% 18.5% 13.7% 12.4% 
% unemployed 4.6% 3.9% 3.3% 5.0% 
% student 4.4% 3.7% 3.9% 3.9% 

% of unemployed who are long-term unemployed 32.3% 31.2% 26.0% 30.3% 
% of unemployed people who have never worked 5.4% 5.6% 5.8% 9.3% 
Total economically inactive 22,421 119,286 1,728,678 12,585,234 

% retired 49.1% 50.7% 44.7% 40.7% 
% student 12.8% 9.5% 13.9% 14.0% 
% looking after home/family 16.6% 19.5% 21.8% 19.5% 
% permanently sick/disabled 13.8% 13.2% 11.5% 16.5% 
% other 7.7% 7.1% 8.0% 9.3% 

% with no qualifications 28.4% 27.2% 23.9% 29.1% 
% with a degree or higher level qualification 16.7% 18.0% 21.8% 19.8% 
Employment (all people aged 16-74 in employment) 36,713 211,242 3,888,756 23,627,754 

% employed in agriculture, forestry and fishing 1.0% 2.2% 1.5% 1.5% 
% employed in production and construction industries 17.8% 19.7% 20.1% 22.7% 
% employed in service industries 75.5% 72.5% 73.1% 70.6% 
% in managerial/professional occupations 24.0% 26.9% 32.0% 27.1% 
% in intermediate occupations 8.9% 9.1% 10.3% 9.4% 
% small employers or self-employed 8.1% 10.1% 7.8% 7.0% 
% in lower supervisory and technical occupations 7.1% 6.3% 6.8% 7.2% 
% in semi-routine and routine occupations 20.5% 18.2% 18.0% 20.8% 

Average hours worked per week - males 41.5 42.3 42.6 42.2 
Average hours worked per week - females 30.6 30.3 31.3 31.4 
Travel to work (all people aged 16-74 in employment) 36,713 211,242 3,888,756 23,627,754 

% working mainly at/or from home 8.6% 11.6% 9.9% 9.2% 
% travelling to work by car (driver or passenger) 62.4% 65.0% 65.2% 62.0% 
% travelling to work by public transport 10.4% 9.4% 10.3% 14.5% 
% walking to work 13.7% 10.9% 9.9% 10.0% 
% cycling to work 3.5% 1.7% 3.1% 2.8% 
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Household characteristics (all households) Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Total households 40,918 214,638 3,287,489 21,660,475 

% owner occupiers 67.7 74.5% 73.2% 68.2% 
% shared ownership or social rented (LA, HA or other RSL) 16.7% 12.6% 14.7% 19.8% 
% private rented 12.6% 9.9% 8.8% 8.7% 
% one person households 37.7% 32.5% 28.5% 30.0% 
% married couple households 27.5% 34.1% 38.9% 36.6% 
% cohabiting couple households 8.0% 7.7% 8.6% 8.3% 
% lone parent households (with dependent children)  6.0% 5.4% 5.2% 6.5% 
% other households 20.8% 20.4% 16.1% 18.7% 
% without sole use of bath/shower and toilet 1.1% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 
% without central heating 7.7% 6.6% 6.1% 8.5% 
% with lowest floor level basement or ground floor 79.8% 86.9% 89.5% 88.5% 
% with lowest floor level first floor 10.8% 8.2% 7.3% 7.4% 
% with lowest floor level second floor or above 9.4% 4.9% 3.2% 4.1% 
% with occupancy rating -1 or less (overcrowded) 8.6% 5.6% 5.9% 7.0% 
% with occupancy rating of +1 28.3% 26.4% 23.9% 25.5% 
% with occupancy rating of +2 or above 42.4% 51.1% 53.4% 49.6% 

Average household size (persons per household) 2.1 2.2 2.4 2.4 
Total occupied dwellings 40,599 214,134 3,279,508 21,614,175 
Total household spaces 43,087 225,468 3,401,820 22,538,641 

% vacant 3.6% 3.5% 2.7% 3.2% 
% second residences or holiday homes 1.4% 1.3% 0.7% 0.7% 
% flats, maisonettes or apartments 34.6% 22.7% 18.5% 19.2% 

Average number of rooms per household 5.0 5.5 5.6 5.3 
 
Deprivation (households, children) Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Total households with no earner 18,504 88,934 1,053,925 7,791,194 

As a % of all households 45.2% 41.4% 32.1% 36.0% 
Total children in households with no earner 3,082 14,779 207,224 2,053,229 

As a % of all children 17.4% 14.4% 11.8% 17.6% 
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Car ownership (households) Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
% owning no cars  31.7% 23.4% 19.4% 26.8% 
% owning two or more cars  22.4% 32.4% 38.0% 29.4% 

Number of households with no car available 12,973 50,290 638,772 5,802,183 
% with no car (all tenures) 31.7% 23.4% 19.4% 26.8% 
% of all owner-occupiers with no car 22.9% 15.9% 11.7% 14.9% 
% of all social rented (LA or HA) with no car 56.8% 53.4% 50.5% 59.9% 
% all privately rented (or living rent free) with no car 44.6% 39.8% 31.1% 42.1% 
% of all one-person households with no car 56.5% 49.3% 44.0% 52.6% 
% of all pensioner households with no car 52.7% 42.9% 42.7% 50.0% 
% of all couple households with no car 8.6% 5.0% 4.3% 7.7% 
% of all lone parent households with no car 37.0% 31.1% 29.7% 41.6% 
% of all other households (excluding pensioners) with no car 17.6% 13.6% 14.0% 24.1% 

 
 
Health and caring Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
% of all residents with a limiting long-term illness 21.6% 19.8% 15.5% 18.2% 
% of residents aged 16-74 with a limiting long-term illness 14.2% 13.4% 10.6% 13.6% 
% of all residents whose general health is ‘not good’ 10.2% 9.1% 7.1% 9.2% 
% of all residents with general health ‘not good’ or has limiting 
long-term illness 

21.7% 
 20.0% 16.1% 19.0% 

Total people providing unpaid care 8,767 50,993 737,751 5,217,805 
% providing unpaid care for 1-19 hours per week 68.7% 71.7% 73.5% 68.2% 
% providing unpaid care for 20-49 hours per week 10.4% 9.1% 8.9% 11.0% 
% providing unpaid care for 50+ hours per week 21.0% 19.2% 17.6% 20.9% 

 
Family type Eastbourne East Sussex South East England & Wales 
Total families with dependent children 9,672 55,594 957,844 6,376,701 

% lone parent families 28.9% 23.3% 20.5% 25.3% 
% married couple families 57.4% 64.4% 68.3% 63.0% 
% cohabiting couple families 13.8% 12.4% 11.2% 11.6% 

% of all dependent children in step-families 13.9% 12.4% 11.1% 11.0% 
 


